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A BRIEF HISTORY OF K-12 EDUCATION 
AND EDUCATION REFORM



“Ye Old Deluder Satan

Act” of 1647



K-12 EDUCATION 
1700 TO 1840

• Primarily privately funded by parents 

through fees

• Totally locally “run”

• Sectarian academies and itinerant teachers.

• Very disparate – huge differences in 

education between New England and the 

South, and between men and women.

• Bill 79 in 1779 – A bill for the general 

diffusion of knowledge by Jefferson.



K-12 
EDUCATION 
1840 - 1890



1892





Rise of the Federal Government in Education 



Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (1965)

“We really ought to have some evaluation in 
there, and some measurement as to whether 
any good is happening.”

Source: The Uncertain Triumph: Federal Education Policy in the Kennedy and 
Johnson Years-Hugh Davis Graham

“Look, I want to change this bill 
because it doesn’t have any way of 
measuring those damned educators 
like you, Frank, and…” 







1989- President George H. W. Bush convenes nation’s governors in 
Charlottesville, VA to talk about education reform

1994- President Clinton signs into law “Goals 2000” By 2000:

• All children in America will start school ready to learn.

• The high school graduation rate will increase to at least 90 percent.

• All students will leave grades 4, 8, and 12 having demonstrated 
competency over challenging subject matter including English, 
mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics and government, 
economics, the arts, history, and geography.

• United States students will be first in the world in mathematics and 
science achievement.

• Every adult American will be literate and will possess the knowledge 
and skills necessary to compete in a global economy and exercise the 
rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

• Every school in the United States will be free of drugs, violence, and 
the unauthorized presence of firearms and alcohol and will offer a 
disciplined environment conducive to learning.



2001/2002 – President Bush pushes No Child Left 
Behind Act that Passed House of Representatives 
381-41 and Passed Senate 87-10

Requirements
• All schools receiving Title I dollars must set goal 

of 100% proficiency in reading and math by the 
year 2014

• Must test all students in grades 3-8, again in high 
school

• Must make “adequate yearly progress” toward 
100% proficiency

• Failure to do so leads to “cascade of remedies” 
escalating with each year of failure

• All students should have access to “highly 
qualified teachers”

• States allowed to set standards/pick assessments



2015 – ESSA passed House 359-64 
and Senate 85-12

Requirements
• States still administer (and report) 

results of standardized tests in 
grades 3-8 and 10

• States determine accountability 
systems

• States pick tests and standards
• No 100% proficiency, no AYP, and 

no cascade of remedies



THE RESULTS OF STANDARDIZATION







CHANGE IN US EDUCATION FUNDING SOURCES
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Over 1 Million dropouts every year, 

over 25 Million in last 20 years. 

Dropouts are significantly more 

likely use social welfare programs 

and are less likely to pay taxes. 

Fewer than half of ALL 4th graders 

and only 15% of African 

American4th graders are proficient 

in reading. Scores went up a bit but 

have flatlined.

A Mother’s 
Choice







Two views 
on the 

purpose of 
Education

The purpose of education has always 
been to every one, in essence, the same—
to give the young the things they need in 
order to develop in an orderly, sequential 

way into members of society. Any 
education is, in its forms and methods, an 
outgrowth of the needs of the society in 

which it exists.” – Dewey





How will we 
organize 

education in 
the future to 
achieve your 

goals? 




