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State of Florida )
) ss.

)

I, Jessica Tillmann, declare as follows:

1. I am a resident of Longwood, Florida. I am an adult over the age of 18 years, have personal
knowledge as to all matters contained herein, and am fully competent to make this declaration.

2. My husband and I are the parents of four children. Our daughter J.T. is seventeen years
old and in eleventh grade for the 2025-2026 school year. She will be in twelfth grade in the fall. Our son
C.G.T. is ten years old and in fourth grade for the 2025-2026 school year. He will be in fifth grade in the
fall. Our son C.T.T. is eight years old and in second grade for the 2025-2026 school year. He will be in
third grade in the fall. Our daughter G.T. is five years old and in kindergarten for the 2025-2026 school
year. All four of them attended Champion Preparatory Academy, a private school in Longwood, through
the 2025-2026 school year.

3. My husband and I have sole legal and physical custody of J.T., CG.T., C. T.T., and G.T.

4. My husband works as the owner of his own small business. I previously worked on staff
at a local district elementary school and as a personal trainer, but I currently stay at home with our four
kids.

5. J.T. has received a scholarship through Step Up for Students since 2021. She was originally
enrolled in the Family Empowerment Scholarship for Educational Options, but she switched to the
Personalized Education Program for her junior year because she attends Champion Prep part time while
dual-enrolled at our local junior college. C.G.T., C.T.T., and G.T. have all received scholarships starting
in kindergarten. C.T.T. and G.T. receive the same Family Empowerment Scholarship as J.T. received,

while C.G.T. receives the Unique Abilities scholarship.
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0. When ].T. was young, my husband and I moved to Seminole County because of its great
public schools. We understood they were an A-rated district based on the state’s school grade scale. They
have also been listed as the number one district in the state by Niche.

7. J.T. attended our local public schools for kindergarten through sixth grade, from 2014
through 2021, and she had a great experience for the first several years. Whenever we had any issues with
the local public school, the principals were great at helping and resolving any concerns.

8. Unfortunately, our experience with the public school declined during COVID. During
J.T’s sixth-grade year, 2020-2021, the local district had options for in-person learning with COVID
restrictions or for remote learning. We used a hybrid option for ].T., and we did not think that either
option was helping her learn.

9. For the 2021-2022 school year, we chose to enroll J.T. and C.G.T. in Smith Preparatory
Academy using their scholarships. We chose SPA because of the Classical Christian curriculum and the
affordability when using the scholarship.

10. For the 2023-2024 school year, J.T. was asking for a change for high school. We toured
several schools in the area, and we chose Champion Prep as the best option because it had good academics,
electives such as robotics, keyboarding (piano), guitar, and many art classes to choose from, and it had
classes through twelfth grade. We enrolled both J.T. and C.G.T. there for the fall of 2023, using
scholarships to be able to afford the tuition. Although the scholarship only covered part of the tuition
there, we eventually enrolled all four children in that school.

11. While we intend to use the scholarship again next year, we will be changing schools for
C.G.T, CT.T, and G.T. due to costs. Even with their scholarships, affording tuition for all four of our

children is becoming too costly for us to afford.
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12. We have found local private schools that offer more affordable tuition rates while still
offering good academics for our children. We will enroll C.G.T. in King of Kings Christian School in
Maitland and enroll C.T.T. and G.T. in Ecclesial School at Northland in Longwood.

13. We did consider our local public school for ].T.’s ninth grade year because she wanted to
consider Lake Mary High School. We attempted to tour the school, but I was not pleased with the
response we received from the school. They only had students provide the tour. They could not answer
all of my questions. The students did provide me with the person who would be in charge of her
scheduling to answer my questions. But that person would not answer any specific questions unless we
enrolled J.T. in the school.

14. We also toured the elementary school that C.G.T. would be attending in the public school
system for the 2023—-2024 school year. It was the same school J.T. attended. But we felt it was too large
for C.G.T. and felt it would be too much for him after being in a small school, small class environment
that he was used to in the private school he attended.

15. Since COVID, I became very active within the community, including helping to lead the
removal of COVID protocols in the public schools. After hearing from many parents, teachers and staff
for multiple ongoing years, it was clear the school system has declined in academics, safety, enrollment
and good teacher retention. Enrollment has dropped from 67,000 students to 56,000 students. The district
is facing a million-dollar budget deficit, and they continue to blame scholarships and decline in birthrates
even though many of their problems are not financial.

16. I do not believe the public schools would be a good fit because of their decline post-
COVID. I understand from families in the public schools that the school district no longer gives good
principals and good teachers the autonomy it did before COVID and that the academic and personal

development for students has suffered as a result. While I thought our local public schools gave J.T. a
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good education before COVID, I believe they no longer offer that same quality of education for my
younger children.

17. Without the scholarships, we could not afford the current education options for our
children. Affording tuition for all our children is already difficult even with the scholarships helping with
some of the costs. If a court were to stop the scholarship programs, we would likely have to return some
or most of our children to the local public schools, which we believe will harm our children’s academic

development.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Signed by:
@wsm Tillmarun 6/15/2026

4384BFBCO31745A. ..

Jessica Tillmann Date

Longwood, Florida
City and State
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