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✓ Born in Washington, DC, raised in St. Cloud, 
MN, 14 years a proud Arkansan

A Little About Me

✓ My 31st year studying school choice –
Distinguished Professor of Education Policy 
& Endowed Chair in School Choice 

✓ “Wolf is a well-known advocate of school 
choice. He bases his advocacy on the 
research.” (AERA Newsletter)



Disclaimer

The opinions expressed here are my own and 
do not represent the official positions of the 
University of Arkansas or U of A System. 

http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/brands/0012/6047/Arkansas_Razorbacks.eps


Civic Values



▪ Political Tolerance – willingness to extend 
constitutional rights to disliked groups

▪ Political Participation – involvement in 
civic activities

▪ Civic Knowledge and Skills – familiarity 
with the workings of government & the 
ability to communicate with officials

▪ Voluntarism and Social Capital – unpaid 
involvement in improving one’s community

Civic Outcomes



What Do People Say About 
Civic Values & School Choice?

“…voucher programs could end up resembling 
the ethnic cleansing now occurring in Kosovo.” 

(David Berliner, Legislative Testimony, May 1999)

“Public governance of our schools matters for 
the health of our democracy.”

(Diane Ravitch and Carol Burris, Washington Post, November 
4, 2018)

School choice could “create a form of 
religiously based conflict potentially harmful 

to the Nation’s social fabric.”
(Justice Stephen Breyer, June 2002)



Release Event –
October 7, 2020, 12-1 
PM EDT, livestream

Book available on 
Amazon ($25) here

https://www.cato.org/events/school-choice-myths-setting-record-straight-education-freedom
https://www.amazon.com/School-Choice-Myths-Straight-Education/dp/1948647907


▪ All 93 known findings in statistical studies

▪ Of the effect of private school choice or 
private schooling

▪ On (1) political tolerance, (2) political 
participation, (3) civic knowledge and skills, 
or (4) voluntarism and social capital

▪ Private schooling advantage = Light Green

▪ No significant advantage = Yellow

▪ Public schooling advantage = Red

Guide to the Meta-Analysis 
(Wolf 2020)



All Findings on Private School 
Choice & Civic Outcomes
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Civic Values

Public Advantage No Significant Advantage Private Advantage



Findings From Methodologically 
Rigorous Studies
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Civic Values

Public Advantage No Significant Advantage Private Advantage



Findings on Political Tolerance
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Civic Values

Public Advantage No Significant Advantage Private Advantage



Findings on Political Participation
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Civic Values

Public Advantage No Significant Advantage Private Advantage



Findings on Civic Knowledge/Skills
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Civic Values

Public Advantage No Significant Advantage Private Advantage



Findings on Voluntarism/Social 
Capital
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Civic Values

Public Advantage No Significant Advantage Private Advantage



Reductions in Crime & Paternity Suits Due to 
Milwaukee Parental Choice Program 
(DeAngelis & Wolf 2020)



✓ Is much more likely to advance than hinder 
civic values central to our country’s health

Summary: Private School Choice 

✓ Demonstrates that advantage over public 
schools even controlling for background 

✓ Reduces criminal 
behavior & out-of-
wedlock births



For More Information

Electronic versions of school choice reports available at:
http://www.uark.edu/ua/der/SCDP.html
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