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What is School Choice?



Definition

School choice allows public education funds to 
follow students to the schools or services that 
best fit their needs—whether that’s to a public 
school, private school, charter school, home 
school or any other learning environment 
parents choose for their kids.



EDCHOICE’S ILLUSTRATION



SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAMS



Education Savings 
Account (ESA)
• Education savings accounts (ESAs) allow 

parents to withdraw their children from 
public district or charter schools and 
receive a deposit of public funds into 
government-authorized savings accounts 
with restricted, but multiple, uses. 

• Those funds—often distributed to 
families via debit card—can cover private 
school tuition and fees, online learning 
programs, private tutoring, community 
college costs, higher education expenses 
and other approved customized learning 
services and materials. 
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HOW ESAs WORK



5 STATES HAVE EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
15,296 STUDENTS USE ESAs NATIONWIDE



EDCHOICE’S
ESA
EDUCATION 
VIDEO
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HOW VOUCHERS WORK



16 STATES, D.C., AND PUERTO RICO HAVE SCHOOL VOUCHERS
≥197,939 STUDENTS USE VOUCHERS NATIONWIDE

R



EdChoice’s 
School 
Voucher 
Explanation



Tax-Credit Scholarships

 Tax-credit scholarships allow 

taxpayers to receive full or partial tax 

credits when they donate to 

nonprofits that provide private school 

scholarships. Eligible taxpayers can 

include both individuals and 

businesses. In some states, 

scholarship-giving nonprofits also 

provide innovation grants to public 

schools and/or transportation 

assistance to students choosing 

alternative public schools.
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HOW TAX-CREDIT SCHOLARSHIPS WORK



18 STATES HAVE TAX-CREDIT SCHOLARSHIPS
≥293,487 SCHOLARSHIPS NATIONWIDE



EdChoice on 
Tax-Credit 

Scholarships





8 States 

currently offer 

Individual Tax 

Credits & 

Deductions



EdChoice on 
Individual 
Tax Credit 

and 
Deductions





Students using School Choice Programs



VERSATILITY OF SCHOOL CHOICE 

 School Choice does more than help students choose the right school, but also 
helps students with specific learning needs and from different backgrounds.

 The next page highlights examples of programs that serve students who fall under 
the following categories:

❑Special needs

❑Low-income families

❑Poorly performing districts

❑Who have been bullied 



VERSATILITY OF SCHOOL CHOICE



Look for these 
New 
Innovations! 

• Micro-Schools

• Online/E-Learning

• Hybrid Learning 
Models

• Open Enrollment

• Learning Pods

• Learn Everywhere



Questions?

Contact: 

Jordan Zakery at 
Jordan@edchoice.org

I look forward to 
hearing from you! 

mailto:Jordan@edchoice.org



